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FREE PRACTICE
SESSION 1

CHARLES LECLERC #16 P1 1'24''321 Soft 19 laps

ARTHUR LECLERC #39 P18 1'26"179 Soft 22 laps

Weather: sunny, dry. Temperatures: air 28°, track 41°

SESSION 2

CARLOS SAINZ #55 P4 1'24''099 Soft 28 laps

CHARLES LECLERC #16 P6 1'24''201 Soft  28 laps



Weather: night, dry. Temperatures: air 26°, track 30°

AN UNFORTUNATE START

Abu Dhabi, 6 December 2024 – The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix weekend got

off to a difficult start for Scuderia Ferrari HP, as just minutes into the

first free practice session, there was a problem with the battery pack

on Charles Leclerc’s car and it had to be changed. As this was the third

one fitted this season, it carries a ten place grid penalty for Sunday’s

race. Apart from that, it was a productive day and Charles then went

on to set the fastest time of the session. The team worked on preparing

for qualifying and the race and the opening hour saw the first

appearance at a Grand Prix weekend of Arthur Leclerc, who was

driving Carlos Sainz’s car as per the regulations that each team must

run a young driver at least twice over the course of the season.

FP1. Arthur Leclerc went straight out on track, but Charles had to wait

in the garage while the battery pack was changed. Running number

39, Arthur started off with aero rakes fitted for data acquisition, before

then going out on Soft tyres and setting a time of 1’27”597. Charles left

the garage after 30 minutes on Mediums, posting a 1’25”809, the

fastest time on that compound, before switching to Softs and topping

the time sheet in 1’25”321, while Arthur improved to 1’26”179. The elder

Leclerc did 19 laps, the younger, 22.

FP2. In the session that started as the sun began to set, Carlos and

Charles started the hour on the Medium tyres, setting times of 1’24”570

and 1’24”540 respectively. Halfway through the session they switched

to the Softs, getting down to 1’24”099 for Sainz and 1’24”201 for

Leclerc. For the final 15 minutes, both drivers ran with a heavy fuel load

in race trim, completing a total of 28 laps each. The third and final free

practice session starts tomorrow at 14.30 local (11.30 CET) followed by

qualifying at 18.00 (15.00 CET).



   

This morning Arthur was on track for FP1, so I
got a first feeling for the car in FP2 and it

wasn’t too bad. However, looking at the pace,
we need to improve our performance if we

want to fight at the very top this weekend.
We already have a couple of ideas so we’ll

work on it today and try it on track tomorrow.

Carlos Sainz #55

 

   

It was a wonderful day and at the same time a
tough one. On the upside, my brother Arthur

and I shared the garage for the first time, with
him completing his first FP1 for our team. It
was an incredible and unique moment and I

really enjoyed it. On the other hand, we had an
issue with the battery on my side and lost time
in FP1 only running for part of the session, and

it also comes with a penalty for the race.
We are fighting for the title, so this puts us on
the back foot, and McLaren seem to be quick.

Things can swing one way or the other quickly
though, so we have to stay on top of things and

we won’t stop until the very last moment.
Carlos and I have had a great four years

together and we want to finish in style. We rely
on each other to make our shared dream of a

constructors’ title come true, we will give it
absolutely all we’ve got.

Charles Leclerc #16

 



   

A lot of emotions today. It was just incredible to
take part in my first F1 session for Scuderia

Ferrari HP, alongside my brother. It was a
dream come true.

The target for today was less focused on me
as a driver and more on delivering as much

information and data to the team as they wrap
up their season. We were on different run
plans, I first ran some aero tests and then

some further testing to compare our two runs.
It felt great, I’ve been working hard to prepare

and have put in a lot of hours in the sim, so to
have my first outing in F1 is a great way to end

this year.
A big thank you to the whole team for this

opportunity, it was a day I will never forget.

Arthur Leclerc #39
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